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INSIDE  N.l. 

MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN'S  REPORT 

April,  1987  Applications  for  Membership;  The  following  persons  have 
appl  i eel  for  members  hi  p . If  no  written  objections  are  received  by  June 
1,  1987,  their  membership  will  become  effective  on  that  date. 

2223<rMT  Glenn  S.  Murray,  P,  0,  Box  31622,  San  Francisco,  Calif.  94131 
(Early  Republics  Peru  & Bolivia,  Peru  Branch  Mints) 

2224~MT  James  A.  Austin,  608  Foreman  Drive,  New  Ellenton,  S.C.  29809 
(Gold  & Other  Precious  Metal  Coins) 

2225- MT  Jeffrey  W.  Hawley,  P,  0.  Box  1507,  Ukiah,  Calif.  95482 

(Republican  Latin  America  1811  *-1850) 

2226- MT  Albert  P,  Hoch,  33355  Detroit  Road,  Avon,  Ohio  44011 

(Far  Eastern  Numismatics) 


Correction  of  December,  1986  Listing; 

2205-MT  Ranko  Mandic,  Omladinshik  Brigada  69/11,  11070  N.  Beograd, 
Yugoslavia  (Not  Czechoslovakia  as  listed) 

(Yugoslavia,  Serbia,  Montenegro,  Croatia,  Oriental, 
Ottoman  Numismatics) 


LIFE  MEMBERSHIPS 


Life  Memberships  are  available  to  members  of  three  years'  standing  upon 
application  to  the  Board  of  Governors  and  the  payment  of  the  $200.00 
fee.  Conditional  Life  Membership  is  available  upon  payment  of  $60.00 
down  and  four  quarterly  payments  of  $35,00. 

***** 


DONATIONS  REPORT 


We  wish  to  acknowledge  the  following  donation  received  since  the  last 
report: 


Name 


Type  of  Donation  & Value 


Preference  of  Use 


ZARIT,  Jeffrey  S.  Numismatic  Books,  Reference  NI  Library  & Edu- 

Materials,  Loose  Leaf  Binders  cational  Use. 
($99.50) 


***** 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 

. — r-  — *— « — " ■ — ’ — < — - ' — 

I.  Acknowledgement  is  made  below  to  those  who  have  donated  material 
to  the  NI  Library: 
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Randolph  Zander 

* — « ^ ttth  < v •*  ▼"' 


RI 1 0 . Ke  a C ; 1 89  3 ; G E I M 
KEARY,  CHARLES  Fv 

British  Museum  Dept.,  of  Coins  and  Medals , A guide  to  the 
exhibition  of  Italian  medals , 

Pub.  1893,  99pp,  2/7  plates. 

US45.Gi 1 H : 1 939 : CCP 
GILLINGHAM,  HARROLD  E. 

Counterfeiting  in  Colonial  Pennsyslania. 

ANS  Numismatic  Notes  & Monographs.  #132,  Pub.  1939,  52pp,  illus. 

SB20 .Gi 1 H : 1 926 :S0C 
GILLINGHAM,  HARROLD  E. 

Spanish  orders  of  chivalry  and  decorations  of  honour. 

ANS  Numismatic  Notes  & Monographs.  #31.  Pub.  1926,  165pp,  w/plates 

SC70 .Gi 1 H : 1 928:DMFCP 
GILLINGHAM,  HARROLD  E. 

Notes  on  the  decorations  and  medals  of  the  French  colonies 
and  protectorates . 

ANS  Numismatic  Notes  & Monographs.  #36.  Pub.  1928,  62pp,  illus. 

SF30 . Gi 1 H : 1 923 : IOCMH 
GILLINGHAM,  HARROLD  E. 

Italian  orders  of  chivalry  and  medals  of  honor. 

ANS  Numismatic  Notes  & Monographs,  #20.  Pub.  1923,  146pp,  illus. 

JM40 .ASLe : 1980 :NE 
ACADEMY  OF  SCIENCE,  LENINGRAD 

Numismatics  and  Epigraphy.  (Russian  Text) 

Each  volume  contains  a series  of  articles  on  numismatics. 

Vol . VIII,  pub.  1970,  234pp,  illus, 

Vol . IX,  pub.  1971  , 22 1 pp , illus. 

Vol.  X,  pub.  1972,  206pp,  illus. 

GB80 . NoeS : 1947 :0TCM 
NOE,  SYDNEY  P. 

The  Oak  Tree  Coinage  of  Mas sachus sets. 

ANS  Numismatic  Notes  & Monographs.  #110.  Pub.  1945,  23pp,  w/plates 

GA80 . SteF : R974 : FUSM 
STEWART,  FRANK  H. 

History  of  the  first  United  States  mint. 

1974  reprint  of  1924  work,  209pp,  illus. 

BD38.SeiM: 1978:MACA 

SEI FEDDINI , MEHEMMED  AHMED  OGLU 

Monetary  affairs  and  coinage  circulating  in  12th-15th 
century  Azerbaijan.  Vol.  1 (Russian  text) 

Pub.  1978,  264pp,  w/plates.  (No  record  of  a Vol . 2 having 

been  printed. 

KAlO.RobJ : 1 9 1 3 : ON 
ROBINSON,  JOHN 

Oriental  numismatics , A catalog  of  the  collection  of  books 
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relating  to  the  coinage  of  the  East  presented  to  the  Essex 
Institute 3 Salem3  Massachusetts. 

Pub.  1913,  1 02 pp  , not  illus. 


II.  In  addition  to  the  above  we  would  like  to  thank  Francois  van 
Hoff,  Rolf  Braun,  and  the  South  African  Numismatic  Society  for  their 
donations  of  additional  numismatic  material  to  the  NI  Library. 


Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr. 
NI  Book  Librarian 


********************************************************************* 
COINAGE  DENOMINATIONS  OF  THE  CHANNEL  ISLANDS  OF  GUERNSEY  AND  JERSEY 


R.  R.  Kutcher 3 Lincoln 3 Nebraska , NI  #1289 

The  Channel  Islands,  Guernsey  and  Jersey,  for  several  hundred  years 
had  as  their  official  currency  that  of  France.  British  sterling 
superseded  the  French  currency  in  Jersey  in  1834  and  in  Guernsey  in 
1921.  The  first  English  coinage  of  Jersey  in  was  the  silver  1%  Shil- 
lings and  the  Three  Shillings  dated  1813,  but  these  token  coins  were 
withdrawn  in  1834.  Jersey's  regular  coinage  started  in  1941  with  the 
copper  1/52,  1/26  and  the  1/13  Shillings  with  the  young  head  of  Vic- 
toria on  the  obverse  and  the  arms  of  Jersey  on  the  reverse. 


Jersey 3 1/26  Shilling 


Guernsey  3 1 Double 


Although  French  currency  was  the  legal  money  of  account  in  Guernsey 
until  March  of  1921,  Guernsey  used  its  own  coinage  which  was  struck 
in  England  starting  in  1830.  The  denomination,  the  "Double",  derived 
its  name  from  an  old  French  coin  called  a "Double  Tournois"  that  was 
struck  in  Tours,  France.  The  copper  One  Double  and  Four  Double  were 
the  first  coins  struck  in  1830.  The  Eight  Double  became  the  equiva- 
lent of  the  British  penny. 

★ *•*•■*•★+*★★*■*:★★*■*'*★*********************■*'****************************** 


The  coins  of  ancient  Athens 
have  always  been  called  "Owls", 
as  the  reverse  of  these  coins 
depicts  Athena's  sacred  Owl. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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CONSTRUCTIVE  CRITICISM  AND  SUGGESTIONS  TO  KRAUSE/MISHLER  FOR  IMPROVING 

THE  STANDARD  CATALOG  OF  WORLD  COINS 


Soott  Semans3  Seattle 3 Washington 3 NI  # 198 

Many  NI  members  will  recall  the  "Committee  to  Research  World  Coinage 
Types  and  Varieties"  (1967^68)  (earlier  called  "Yeoman  Errors  Project" 
much  to  the  dislike  of  Dick  Yeoman)  of  nearly  two  decades  ago  in  which 
a committee  of  world  coin  collectors  published  a report  recommending 
revisions  and  corrections  for  the  standard  world  coin  reference  of  the 
time,  R.  S.  Yeoman's  Modem  World  Coins , (Copy  of  the  report  is  avail- 

able from  the  NI  Book  Library.)  As  this  was  done  under  the  auspices 
of  NI  and  the  now-defunct  OIN,  it  got  the  attention  of  the  publishers 
and  resulted  in  some  beneficial  changes  in  the  book.  As  Stephen  Album's 
essay  (circulated  with  Dec.  1986  NI  Bulletin ) suggests,  it  may  be  time 
again  to  col lectively  engage  the  ear  of  today's  standard  catalog  publish- 
ers. Following  is  an  outline  of  some  areas  which  I feel  could  be  im- 
proved, along  with  specific  suggestions.  I hope  that  others  will  be 
encouraged  to  comment  and  perhaps  catalyze  a project  similar  to  the 
Yeoman  effort  of  years  past. 

Scope  of  Coverage 


Naturally  it  would  be  best  to  have  the  full  1700  to  date  listings,  in- 
cluding all  the  Native  India,  revised  in  each  year's  catalog,  but 
economic  reality  forbids  this.  Krause  has  experimented  with  various 
ways  of  slicing  the  pie:  a new-issues  Addendum  with  advertising  (1973), 

a 20th  century-only  volume  (1981)  and  a selective  major-countries-only 
book  (1986)  in  addition  to  the  "regular"  catalog  and  a two-volume 
full-listing  hardcover  (1986,  12th)  edition.  My  suggestions:  a 1700- 

1850  (or  1900)  volume  to  be  updated  about  every  three  years,  and  an 
1850  (or  1900)  to  present  annual.  The  cutoff  dates  could  vary  by 
country  depending  on  the  amount  of  changeability  and  collector  interest. 

Country  Order 

Many  list-issuing  dealers,  including  myself,  still  prefer  the  strictly 
alphabetical  format  of  Yeoman  over  the  complex  geographical/alpha- 
betical groupings  in  Krause,  which  makes  the  Country  Index  the  most 
precious  three  pages  of  the  book!  Changes  in  this  direction  have 
been  made  over  the  years  in  response  to  collector  complaints  and  one 
now  finds  Tibet  under  T,  though  Lithuania  is  still  under  B,  Belgian 
Congo  under  Z,  Georgia  under  U,  etc. 

Listing  Format 

Again,  I have  always  found  the  Yeoman  historical  sequencing  far  more 
convenient  that  the  Krause  denominational  order.  Here  also  the  cata- 
log has  shifted  in  this  direction  piecemeal  over  the  years.  What  we 
have  today  for  many  countries  is  an  uneasy  compromise,  with  two  or 
three  type-series  listed  by  denomination  until  there  is  a change  in 
ruler,  regime,  or  currency  system,  then  the  denomination  sequence 
starts  over.  As  with  the  more  complex  method  of  country  ordering 
this  format  requires  the  user  to  be  already  somewhat  familiar  with 
what  he  is  looking  for  before  he  can  find  it,  and  may  discourage 
novice  collectors.  The  denomination  format  is  also  more  wasteful 
of  space  as  it  requires  a photo  of  every  single  type  while  in  a 
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historical  format  a single  photo  serves  for  a denomination  run  where 
the  design  of  each  value  is  similar, 


The  8"  x 11"  three-column  format  seems  to  suit  the  subject  well,  How- 
ever,  I would  suggest  more  variation  in  heading  sizes  and  more  white 
space  to  make  the  "outline"  nature  of  the  listings  clearer.  In  many 
cases  the  location  of  a given  type  depends  on  denomination,  metal, 
ruler,  and  category  (dynasty/regime/currency  system),  yet  the  ruler's 
name  will  be  only  slightly  larger  and  bolder  than  the  denomination, 
and  headings  such  as  "Gold  Coinage"  and  "Pre-Reform  Coinage"  may  be 
in  the  same  type  even  when  one  is  a subset  of  the  other.  With  list- 
ings for  a country  often  stretching  over  many  pages,  it  can  be  very 
difficult  to  follow  the  logic  of  listing  order.  This  problem  would 
be  greatly  alleviated  by  adoption  of  a historical  (vs.  denominational) 
listing  format. 

Grades  and  Dates 


When  I ask  why  every  single  listing  must  have  exactly  four  grades  and 
every  type  must  have  every  date  prices  for  every  grade,  I am  told 
that  the  computer  would  be  very  unhappy  with  even  the  slightest 
deviation.  Yet  who  really  cares  to  know  that  a Datia  Rupee  exists 
with  a 1292/93  overdate,  much  less  wants  to  know  its  value  in  F ver- 
sus VF?  I am  no  computer  expert,  but  surely  some  flexibility  could 
be  incorporated  to  allow  for  more  realistic  formats,  such  as:  a) 

six  grades  in  heavily  collected  series,  b)  non-adjacent  grades  (G,  F, 
XF,  UC  vs.  the  current  sole  choices  of  F,  VF,  XF,  UC  or  VG,  F,  VF, 

EF),  c)  grade  ranges,  such  as  G-VG,  F-VF,  XF,  UC,  or  VG-F,  VF-EF,  UC. 
Canada  is  listed  with  six  grades  and  the  United  States  with  up  to  nine, 
but  these  are  the  only  deviations  so  far.  As  to  dates,  why  not  follow 
the  "date  range"  format  of  the  Mughal  listings  for  the  native  states 
as  well?  Only  a few  of  the  Indian  native  states  are  collected  by 
date,  and  those  by  a handful  of  people  who  could  order  a printout  of 
known  dates.  I would  rather  have  the  type  listings  appear  more  freq- 
uently than  see  the  same  useless  date  information  pad  out  the  section 
when  it  does  appear. 

Prices 


This  is  probably  the  most  controversial  area,  since  any  change  at 
all  hurts  somebody  in  the  wallet.  In  the  falling  market  since  1980 
Krause  has  lowered  prices,  even  though  some  dealers  yelped.  However, 
in  seme  areas  the  process  has  outpaced  the  market  itself,  leading  to 
undervaluing.  The  current  wisdom  among  dealers  is  that  it's  a great 
book  for  buying,  but  ignore  it  when  selling.  For  rarities  and  sought- 
after  series  this  is  possible  as  there  are  enough  knowledgeable  buyers 
to  absorb  a limited  supply  regardless  of  catalog  value.  However,  too 
many  novice  collectors  (and  dealers)  give  undue  weight  to  the  catalog 
prices.  For  lower  value  and  commoner  coins  the  catalog  can  thus  begin 
to  control  rather  than  reflect  the  market,  leading  ultimately  to  a 
restriction  in  supply.  Take  as  an  example  a not-uncommon  coin  selling 
at  $40  in  a strong  market,  falling  to  $25  in  a weak  market,  all  chron- 
icled faithfully  by  the  catalog,  But  when  the  catalog  drops  it  to  $15 
a dealer  will  suddenly  find  that  he  can  not  sell  it  for  more  than 
this,  yet  can  not  buy  it  for  less  than  $10-15  (from  import  sources, 
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or  collectors  who  bought  at  $25-40)  and  thus  the  coin  gradually  van- 
ishes from  the  market  as  dealers  pass  by  unprofitable  buying  oppor- 
tunities. As  an  importer,  wholesale,  and  specialist  retailer  I have 
seen  this  process  in  operation  many  times  in  the  last  few  years, 

Other  underpricing  problems  are  new  issues  of  low  face  value  that  are 
difficult  to  get  out  the  issuing  country,  and  extreme  rarities  that 
do  not  establish  sales  records  because  they  trade  infrequently  or 
privately. 

Another  pricing  problem  is  a too-large  spread  between  grades,  leading 
to  under-pricing  of  low  grade  specimens  and  over-pricing  in  the  high 
grades;  French  Indo-China  is  a classic  example.  This  problem  can  re- 
sult from  pricing  in  too  many  grades,  or  over  too  narrow  a range  of 
grades  (F  to  UC  vs.  G to  UC) , or  it  can  be  due  to  applying  rules  de- 
rived from  heavily  collected  series  to  lightly  collected  ones. 

There  is  no  simple  way  to  improve  the  accuracy  of  prices  in  so  wide- 
ranging  a catalog  as  this.  More  flexible  and  appropriate  grade  and 
date  listings  would  help  somewhat.  Paying  more  attention  to  auction 
results  and  fixed  price  listings  of  knowledgeable  dealers,  and  less 
to  contributor  suggestions  (which  are  often  self-serving)  would  be  a 
large  step  in  the  right  direction.  Krause  might  also  consider  paying 
it  contributors  for  detailed  pricing  information.  Even  a token  fee 
might  induce  some  specialist  dealers  who  presently  refuse  to  contrib- 
ute free  information  on  principle.  Finally,  italics  could  be  used  to 
indicate  a lesser  degree  of  certainty  in  a prices  as  for  scarce  new 
ussues  or  uncommon  types  that  rarely  appear  on  the  market. 

Numbering  System 

Krause's  policy  is  to  substitute  KM  numbers  for  Y,  C and  other  refer- 
ences. After  one  or  two  listings  with  the  Y/C#*  1 s as  cross-reference, 
these  are  dropped  entirely  in  favor  of  the  KM#‘s  but  only  a few  coun- 
tries have  entered  the  KM#-only  stage.  If  this  process  continues, 

I believe  we  are  in  for  several  years  of  confusion  as  some  dealers 
switch  over,  others  don't,  and  many  confuse  Y# ' s and  KM#'s  in  their 
offerings.  Collectors  who  buy  a catalog  only  every  3-5  years  (the 
average,  according  to  Krause)  will  have  a hard  time  making  sense  of 
auction  and  fixed  prices  lists.  While  I feel  that  ultimately  a 
straightforward  and  unified  numbering  system  should  be  developed  to 
replace  C and  Y,  for  many  series,  at  least,  the  KM  number  systems  have 
so  far  been  woefully  inadequate.  Stephen  Album's  essay  details  many 
specific  problems  with  KM#  series,  such  as  lack  of  consistency  in 
determining  what  constitutes  type  vs.  variety,  the  sequencing  of 
types,  and  so  ..forth.  Though  the  Y/C#  series  were  too  conservative 
by  today's  standard  in  distinguishing  varieties  and  subvarieties, 
they  were  the  product  of  many  years  of  careful  thought  and  input, 
and  the  principles  behind  listings,  typologies,  and  sequencing  had 
stood  the  test  of  time.  The  KM#  systems,  more  ambitious  and  probably 
ultimately  more  rewarding  are  nonetheless  still  growing  and  changing. 
Unfortunately  the  elimination  of  Y/C#  cross-references,  which  could 
otherwise  serve  as  a point  of  stability  and  communication,  will 
force  the  entire  hobby  to  share  some  rather  unpleasant  growing  pains. 

The  January,  1987  edition  of  "The  Book  Market"  subtitled  "A  news- 
letter informing  the  retail  trade  of  Krause  Publications'  numismatic 
book  publishing  activities"  contains  a survey  asking  dealers  certain 
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opinion  questions  on  the  SCWC.  Areas  of  concern  to  Krause  are  a)  the 
dropping  of  pre^!800  listings  between  the  1985  and  1987  editions,  and 
whether  this  had  hurt  sales,  b)  the  dropping  of  Y and  C numbers  in 
favor  of  KM  numbers,  c)  the  accuracy  of  coin  pricing,  and  d)  whether 
the  lower  retail  price  of  $29.50  vs.  $35.00  for  the  1985  edition  had 
helped  sales.  Though  Krause  has  not  solicited  opinions  from  the 
"ultimate"  consumers  of  the  catalog,  it  is  at  least  listening  to  its 
dealers . 

In  closing  it  is  only  fitting  to  give  credit  where  credit  is  due. 
While  this  is  a critique  of  the  STANDARD  CATALOG  OF  WORLD  COINS J 
the  very  existence  of  this  monmental  reference  work  is  a credit  to 
the  vision  of  Chester  Krause  and  Clifford  Mishler.  Its  continuing 
improvement  is  due  to  the  ceaseless  and  often  thankless  efforts  of 
editor  Colin  Bruce  and  his  team.  I,  for  one,  am  quite  thankful 
to  Colin  and  the  others  at  Krause  Publications  that  we  have  such  a 
fine  and  useful  reference  to  complain  about  in  such  detail! 

********************************************************************* 


GAMES  OF  ANCIENT  ROME 


R.  R.  Ku taker,  Lincoln 3 Nebraska , NI  # 1289 

The  Latin  word  "Ludi"  means  games,  public  sports,  or  spectacles  ex- 
hibited for  the  amusement  of  the  people.  The  "Ludi  Circenses"  were 
games  borrowed  from  the  Greeks  and  first  celebrated  at  Rome  when  the 
Elder  Tarquin  built  a circus  between  Mounts  Aventine  and  Palatine. 

The  games  started  on  September  23rd,  and  lasted  for  five  days.  There 
were  five  sports  or  exercises  called  "Gymnici"  performed.  These  ex- 
ercises were  racing,  boxing,  wrestling,  the  discus  and  the  dance. 

A series  of  coins  minted  by  Hadrian  allude  to  these  games,  or  circus, 
in  connection  to  their  reputed  founder,  Neptune.  The  Emperor  Nerva 
also  recorded  these  games  on  one  of  his  coins. 

There  were  many  types  of  games  in  ancient  Rome,  "Ludi  Publici",  or 
public  games;  "Ludi  Cereales",  or  games  common  to  Ceres  and  Bacchus, 
conducted  by  the  Curule  Ediles;  "Ludi  Apollinares",  given  to  the  honor 
of  Apollo;  "Ludi  Decemnales",  or  games  given  by  Emperors  on  the  tenth 
year  of  their  reign;  "Ludi  Florales",  or  floral  games  in  honor  of  the 
goddess  Flora;  "Ludi  Seculares",  the  games  given  only  once  in  a cen- 
tury or  age;  "Ludi  Votivi",  the  games  cleebrated  by  Roman  Generals 
when  departing  for  war;  and  even  "Ludi  Funebres",  or  games  given  at 
funerals.  The  "Ludi  Seculares"  are  also  recorded  on  coins.  The  ones 
issued  by  the  Emperor  Philip  I are  the  most  notable.  (See  NI  BULLETIN 
April,  1985,  pp. 105-109.) 

********************************************************************* 


"ALACRITATI" 


The  legend  ALACRITATI  is  found  only  in  the  imperial  series  of  Roman 
coins,  on  a very  rare  dupondius  of  the  Emperor  Gallienus.  The  type, 
with  a figure  of  Pegasus,  is  also  found  on  a smaller  billon  coin  of 
this  same  emperor,  but  with  a different  legend. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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C&RftUSIUS  -r_-_."A  BRILLIANT  CAREER  STOPPED  BY  A FRIEND" 


Lee  Grossman.  NLG,  San  Antonio , TX.,  USA , HI  # 1707 


The  Roman  emperor  Diocletian  was  a great  innovator.  It  was  he  who  con- 
ceived the  idea  of  a team  of  augustii  and  caesars  co-ruling  the  Roman 
Empire.  On  the  team  were  Diocletian  as  Emperor  of  the  Eastern  provin- 
ces, and  Maximianus  as  Emperor  of  the  Western  provinces.  Each  emper- 
or  appointed  a Caesar  - Galerius  becoming  Diocletian's  caesar,  and 
Constantius  Chlorus  joining  Maximianus.  This  group  became  known  as 
the  First  Tetrarchy. 


Bronze  Antoninianus  (about  20%  off-center) 


This  formidable  team  dealt  with  most  emergencies  better  than  a single 
emperor  could  have  done,  with  one  exception.  He  was  Marcus  Aurelius 
Mausaeus  Carausius.  Seth  Stevenson  called  him  Marcus  Aurelius  Va- 
lerius Carausius.  He  was  born  of  obscure  parents  in  Gaul,  near  the 
Belgian  border,  in  a district  of  Menapia  (between  the  Rivers  Meuse 
and  Scheldt) . 

Carausius  was  highly  skilled  in  nautical  ways  and  had  also  been  cited 
for  bravery  as  a soldier.  Both  Diocletian  and  Maximianus  were  pleased 
with  this  equally  proficient  warrior,  but  it  was  Maximianus  who  placed 
Carausius  in  command  of  a naval  force  stationed  at  Gesoriacum  (modern 
Boulogne).  The  ships  were  equipped  with  sufficient  power  to  put  a 
stop  to  the  piracy  and  raids  which  took  place  along  the  Atlantic  coast 
from  Spain  to  Holland.  The  Franks  and  Saxons  were  becoming  wealthy 
because  of  these  excursions. 

At  first,  Carausius  went  all  out  in  putting  the  raiders  out  of  busi- 
ness. However,  it  wasn't  long  before  it  was  noticed  by  Maximianus 
that  — although  Carausius  suppressed  the  sea-robbers  — the  commander 
was  becoming  very  wealthy.  It  became  obvious  to  Maximianus  that  his 
trusted  commander  was  allowing  many  of  the  raids  to  continue,  with 
Carausius  getting  a big  slice  of  the  action.  Maximianus  had  no  al- 
ternative but  to  order  the  capture  of  Carausius,  and  that  he  be  put 
to  death. 

When  Carausius  learned  of  this  sentence,  he  immediately  set  sail  for 
Britain  with  the  imperial  fleet.  His  men  were  devoted  to  him  and, 
of  course,  followed  their  leaders  orders.  When  they  landed  in  Britain, 
and  the  governor's  troops  were  defeated,  Carausius  proclaimed  himself 
Emperor  (287  AD). 

Knowing  that  Maximianus  would  muster  troops  to  retake  Britain,  Carau- 
sius had  new  galleys  built,  and  formed  alliances  with  different  tribes. 
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whom  he  trained  as  sailors. 


All  of  the  attempts  to  recover  the  lost  territory  failed,  and  in  289, 
Diocletian  and  Maximianus  acknowledged  Carausius  as  their  "colleague" 

— as  far  as  Britain  was  concerned. 

Carausius  really  basked  in  all  the  glory.  He  set  out  to  prove  to  one  and 
all  that  he  had  the  ability  to  rule.  The  frontiers  of  his  "empire"  were 
defended  from  the  Caledonians  (Scots),  and  he  even  gained  the  friendship 
of  the  Franks,  who  became  one  of  his  allies.  As  a reward  of  their  ser- 
vices, the  Franks  received  naval  and  military  instruction.  Carausius  even 
extended  his  authority  over  part  of  Gaul. 

He  kept  Boulogne  as  his  stronghold  on  the  continent.  His  fleets  roamed 
the  seas  and  plundered  the  coast.  They  even  commanded  the  mouths  of  the 
Rivers  Rhine  and  Seine. 

Other  than  the  knowledge  that  Maximianus  would  again  attempt  to  retake 
Britain,  little  is  known  of  what  transpired  in  the  newly-named  "Empire 
of  Britain".  It  is  assumed  that  Carausius  and  his  chief  minister 
Allectus,  were  discussing  strategy.  After  all,  Carausius  was  considered 
a master  at  naval  and  military  maneuvers.  Allectus  was  no  slouch,  either. 

In  292,  Maximianus  and  his  forces  worked  their  way  to  the  mouth  of  the 
River  Rhine.  With  Maximianus  guarding  the  river,  his  Caesar,  Constantius 
Chlorus,  laid  siege  to  Boulogne,  Carausius'  main  stronghold  on  the 
continent.  Although  they  resisted,  Boulogne  finally  surrendered  to  Con- 
stantius Chlorus  in  the  next  year.  The  valuable  stores  and  materials  were 
taken  by  the  conqueror. 

It  took  almost  three  years  to  rebuild  the  Roman  fleet,  which  was  to  land 
troops  in  an  attempt  to  regain  the  province  of  Britain.  In  295,  Constan- 
tius Chlorus  landed  on  the  southern  coast,  having  evaded  Allectus'  fleet 
(stationed  off  the  Isle  of  Wight)  which  was  enveloped  in  a thick  fog.  In 
a pitched  battle,  the  troops  of  Constantius  Chlorus  won  against  the  forces 
on  Britain.  Allectus  led  the  army  of  Britain,  and  he  was  killed  during 
the  battle  (296). 

It  was  then  that  Constantius  Chlorus  learned  of  the  assassination  of 
Carausius  in  293,  by  his  trusted  friend  and  Praetorian  Prefect,  Allectus. 
Sources  say  Carausius  was  about  48  years  old  at  his  death.  Allectus  had 
then  proclaimed  himself  as  Augustus.  Allectus  was  in  no  way  as  great  as  a 
warrior  as  Carausius,  and  lacking  that  great  ability  was  no  match  when 
Constantius  Chlorus  invaded  Britain  in  295/6,  and  the  "province"  was  re- 
covered without  much  difficulty. 

Carausius  reigned  for  at  least  six  years  in  his  "empire"  of  Britain 
and  part  of  Gaul,  but  not  much  is  known  about  his  coinage.  While  it 
is  assumed  that  the  majority  of  his  coinage  was  struck  at  mints  at 
Londinium  (London)  and  Camulodunum/Clausentua  (Colchester/Bittern, 
near  Southampton),  hoards  found  at  Rouen  and  Boulogne  lead  to  the  sup- 
position that  mints  were  established  in  those  cities,  during  those 
years.  Some  coins  exist  with  the  letters  "RSR"  in  exergue  on  the 
reverse.  It  seems  as  though  these  coins  surfaced  in  Rouen,  hence  the 
historians  placing  a mint  in  that  location.  However,  David  Sear  shows 
coins  of  Carausius  being  struck  at  Rouen,  but  doesn't  list  Rouen  as  a mint 
in  his  book  Roman  Coins  & Their  Values  under  "Mints  and  Mint-Marks  of  the 
Later  Roman  Empire",  and  the  mintmark  "RSR"  is  not  attributed  to  any  mint 
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listed.  Sear  also  shows  as  "Unattr ibuted  Coins"  coins  which  also  carry 
RIC  (Roman  Imperial  Coinage  by  H.  Mattingly  & E.  A.  Sydenham)  numbers. 

Some  sources  have  projected  (without  proof)  the  idea  of  a mint  at  Bou- 
logne . 

While  Sear  lists  three  different  gold  aureii,  four  different  silver 
denarii,  and  at  least  23  different  bronze  antoniniani  being  issued  from 
mints  at  "London,  Clausentum  (?),  Rouen"  and  those  "Unattributed  Coins", 
Seth  Stevenson  writes  that  his  research  lists  "about  53  gold  and  silver 
pieces,  and  almost  250  brass  known,  with  new  varieties  found  constantly". 
It  is  said  that  the  gold  and  silver  issues  show  his  effigy  with  laurel 
wreath,  with  the  brass  pieces  having  a radiated  diadem. 

The  galleys  on  Carausius 's  coins  furnish  collectors  with  examples  of  the 
ships  used  in  Britain.  It  is  possible  that  Britain's  sovereignty  of  the 
seas  started  with  the  vessels  of  Carausius. 

Sear's  book  lists  the  gold  coins  as  extremely  rare;  the  silver  pieces 
quite  expensive  in  Very  Fine  condition,  and  the  bronze  (brass)  coins  as 
fairly  expensive. 

The  coin  I have  is  similar  to  SEAR  3479.  It  is  a bronze  Antoninianus 
(about  20%  off-center),  in  Good/Very  Good  condition. 

The  obverse  shows  the  bearded  bust  of  Carausius  facing  right,  with  a 
radiated  crown,  draped  and  cuirassed.  The  inscription  reads:  IMP  C 
CARAUSIVS  P F AVG  (possibly  for  "Imperator  Caius  Carausius,  Pious  and 
Faithful,  Augustus").  The  reverse  side  has  Peace  standing  left,  with  and 
olive  branch  in  her  right  hand  and  a sceptre  in  her  left  hand.  The 
lettering  reads:  "PAX  AVG"  ("The  Augustan  Peace  - or  - To  the  Peace  of  the 
Augustus").  In  the  field  to  the  figure's  right  is  the  letter  "S",  but  the 
letter  in  the  field  to  the  figure's  left  looks  like  the  "^"  sign. 
Possibilities  are  the  letters  "C",  "P"  or  "Q".  If  the  letter  is  "C" 
it  could  signify  "Signatus  Clausentum"  (Struck  at  Clausentum).  This  is 
only  a guess,  as  I doubt  it  would  be  "by  the  Consent  of  the  Senate". 

Stevenson  lists  several  coins  with  the  lettering:  "IMP  C M AVR  V CARAVSIVS 
P AVG"  to  prove  his  statement  that  Valerius  was  one  of  Carausivs'  names. 

It  is  difficult  to  attempt  to  imagine  what  would  have  happened  if  the 
usurper  Carausius  had  been  alive  to  lead  his  forces  against  Constantius 
Chlorus.  We  will  never  know. 


CONSTANTIUS 

CHLORUS 


ALLECTUS 


MAXIHIANUS 


REFERENCES; 

ROHAN  COINS  & THEIR  VALUES  - David  R.  SEAR  (Seaby) 
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A DICTIONARY  OF  ROHAN  COINS  - Seth  W.  STEVENSON  (Seaby  1982  Reprint  of 
1889  original) 

COINS  OF  THE  NORLD  - R.  A.  G.  CARSON  (Harpers,  NYC,  1962) 

READING  & DATING  ROHAN  IHPERIAL  COINS  - Zander  H.  KLAWANS  (Whitman 
Publishing  Co.,  1977) 

NHO  NAS  NHO  IN  THE  ROHAN  NORLD  - Edited  by  Diana  BONDER  (Phaidon 
Press  Ltd.,  1980). 

(Special  Thanks  to  Hichael  J.  Rufer  (Ruler  Coin  Co.,  San  Antonio,  Texas) 
for  his  assistance.  (#105  in  a series) 


*********************************************************************** 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA  1 HALER  - AGAIN  23  YEARS  LATER 

, — ■;  <*  T-  -r  ’»~’r  ■ r » ’ » ■ ■ « » * m T -X'  -» — r-w  , x n 

Zdenek  Knapek^  Prerov ^ Czechoslovakia 3 NI  #2155 

After  a lapse  of  23  years,  Czechoslovakia  has  again  struck  the  1 Haler 
type  of  1962  & 1963  (Y-62),  The  earlier  dates  are  still  in  circulation 
but  since  they  are  of  such  small  value,  they  are  not  normally  used  in 
everyday  commerce. 

The  1 Haler  coins  dated  1986  are  available  at  the  Czechoslovakia 
State  Bank  and  can  be  exchanged  at  the  rate  of  100  pieces  for  1 
Koruna, 

Interestingly,  the  1986  Mint  Sets  sold  to  collectors  by  the  Czecho- 
slovakia State  Bank  do  not  contain  the  1 Haler  denomination. 

*********************************************************************** 
HADRIAN'S  COINS  COMMEMORATING  A VISIT  TO  EGYPT 


Egypt  personified  appears  on  the  reverse  of  coins  of  Hadrian,  struck 
in  bronze,  silver  and  gold.  The  coins  were  to  commemorate  the  occasion 
of  the  emperor's  visit  to  Egypt.  The  personification  image  is  of  a 
woman  seated  on  the  ground  and  holding  in  her  right  hand  the  si  strum. 
The  sistrum  was  a musical  instrument  sacred  to  Isis  and  peculiar  to 
Egypt.  The  woman  is  resting  her  left  arm  on  the  cauistrum,  or  basket 
of  fruits  or  grain,  which  signifies  the  fruitfulness  of  the  Nile 
Valley.  The  sacred  Ibis,  a bird  so  peculiar  to  Egypt  that  it  was  said 
to  die  if  taken  out  of  Egypt,  is  shown  at  the  woman's  feet. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
85 


AN  INTRODUCTION  TO  BYZANTINE  COINAGE 

I.  C.  G.  Campbell f Lincoln , Nebraska,  NI  #LM-12 

No,  24a  - CONSTANTINE  VI  & IRENE  (790-797) 

Constantine  was  only  10  years  old  when  he  became  emperor,  but  his 
mother  Irene  at  once  proclaimed  herself  regent,  giving  her  son  no 
training  for  the  position  he  held. 

She  began  fairly  well,  defeating  another  conspiracy  of  her  husband's 
step-brothers  and  overcoming  the  Saracens.  However,  after  their  next 
advance  she  bought  a truce  for  70,000  gold  dinars  (which  may  account 
for  the  rarity  of  the  gold  of  this  period).  She,  however,  had  some 
success  against  the  Slavs  on  the  Western  frontier.  With  the  great 
Charlemagne  bent  on  reviving  the  Roman  Empire  in  the  West,  she  ob- 
tained the  betrothal  of  Constantine  to  his  youngest  daughter,  though 
nothing  came  of  it. 

She  did  reverse  the  Iconoclastic  policy  but  its  supporters  and  Irene's 
enemies  rallied  round  Constantine  and  she  was  exiled  for  a brief 
period.  The  mob  in  the  capital  restored  her  rule  as  her  son  was  weak, 
incompetent  and  di solute.  At  his  mother's  command  his  eyes  were 
cut  out  with  a table  knife;  and  this  is  the  lady  the  Church  entitled 
"The  Most  Pious".  He  survived  as  a monk  for  a number  of  years, 
leaving  his  mother  as  supreme  ruler.  Another  sanguinary  page  in 
Byzantine  history. 

The  Coinage 


Coinage  was  struck  only  in  the  capital  and  is  not  common. 

(Note:  The  dies  for  this  period,  or  at  least  the  lettering,  were  so 

very  crude,  coupled  often  with  poor  striking,  that  it  makes  the. leg- 
ends hard  to  read  accurately.  Different  catalogues  will  give  differ- 
ent readings  for  the  same  coin.) 

GOLD:  There  are  two  types  of  solidi. 

i)  Constantine  VI  and  Irene  facing  with  his  three  forbears 
on  the  reverse.  This  means  the  letters  are  very  small, 
carelessly  engraved  and  often  are  either  missing  or  il- 
legible. The  obverse  reads  some  variant  of  IR.IHH  Arovsn 
and  the  reverse  reads  some  variant  of  COnsrAh  rihOSbAS'0  • 


Solidus , Type  i . Solidus,  Type  ii. 

ii)  Variants.  Irene's  bust  is  on  the  obverse  and  Constantine 
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on  the  reverse.  The  obverse  reads. am.bH  AHWSXI  or  some 
variant.  The  reverse  reads  C0bS5Ab5ib0S  or  COhsrAnrm  • 


SILVER:  The  miliaresion  follows  the  style  of  his  predecessors  with 

the  Cross  Potens  and  the  usual  legend.  The  reverse,  in  5 lines,  has: 


l 

"n  n r<"' 


COhS 

rAnrmo 

ssiRime 

eceewbA 

SILIS+ 


As  already  noted  on  previous  silver  coins,  there  may  be  traces  of 
the  silver  dirhem  legend  of  the  coins  on  which  they  were  struck.  (See 
illustration. ) 

COPPER:  The  follis  of  of  two  types,  small,  poorly  struck  and  no 

legend. 

i)  The  bust  of  Constantine  and  Irene  as  on  the  solidus,  on 
the  obverse,  while  the  reverse  bears  the  busts  of  the 
three  predecessors  above  a horizontal  bar  and  below  an 
"M" . No  wonder  no  legend! 


Follis,  Type  i.  Follis,  Type  ii. 


ii)  As  in  the  solidus  type,  a bust  of  Irene  on  the  obverse 
while  Constantine  appears  on  the  reverse,  his  bust  over 
the  bar  and  an  "M" , between  and  "X"  and  an  "N",  and  an 
"A"  below  the  "M". 


********************************************************************* 


GOLD  NAILS!  A few  years  ago  police  in  Colombo,  Sri  Lanka,  recovered 
$7,000.00  in  gold  they  said  smugglers  melted  and  formed  into  nails 

for  use  in  assembling  shipping  crates. 
********************************************************************* 


ENIGMA  OF  CRAB  & BUTTERFLY  REVERSE  ON  CAESAR  AUGUSTUS  COIN 

— T — ■» — ■ V ^ ■<  r.  * « — - T— 1 " « -r— *—« — — y-  * ■ 1 


An  enigma  exists  with  the  reverse 
of  a gold  coin  of  Caesar  Augustus. 
The  reverse  inscription  is  "M. 
DVRMIVS  III.VIR".  The  main  device 
shown  is  a sea^crab,  holding  a 
butterfly  in  its  claws.  No  one  as 
yet  has  satisfactori ly  solved  the 
puzzle  as  to  what  the  crab  grasp- 
ing the  butterfly  means. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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THE  NEW  CRADLE  OF  CIVILISATION? 


Col  Davidson 3 Orange,  N.S,W,3  AUSTRALIA 

( Editor-Secty 3 Traditional  Money  Association ; re-printed  with  permission 
from  Vol.  6 # 1 3 April  1985  Issue ) 


"AND  LET  THERE  BE  LIGHT"  - And  the  world  was  created  at  9 o'clock  in  the 
morning  on  the  23rd  October  in  4004  BC.  In  the  innocent  days  of  17th 
century  Ireland 3 Archbishop  Ussher  and  his  followers  calculated  this  date 
using  all  of  the  scientific  knowledge  available  to  them  - the  genealogies 
of  the  Book  of  Genesis. 


a)  Bronze  bracelet  from  Ban  Chiang.  b)  Bronze  bracelet 3 from  Scott 
Semans  list,  c)  Spearhead  from  Ban  Chiang 

Up  until  a decade  or  so  ago,  and  also  based  on  scientific  knowledge  and 
discovery,  it  was  accepted  that  the  meaalithic  tombs  of  Western  Europe 
were  crude  imitations  of  the  Egyptian  pyramids,  Stonehenge  could  only 
have  been  erected  under  the  direction  of  Mycenaean  architects,  and  that 
the  "Cradle  of  Civilisation"  was  centred  on  Mesopotamia  where  grain  had 
been  cultivated  by  8000  BC,  bronze  was  being  manufactured  and  writing  had 
developed  by  3000  BC  and  iron  was  being  used  in  the  period  1600  to  1000 
BC.  It  was  agreed  that  knowledge  was  diffused  from  this  point  to  the 
rest  of  the  world  through  the  agencies  of  trade  and  war,  rather  like  the 
ripples  from  a stone  tossed  into  a pond. 

It  is  now  known(?)  that  the  megalithic  tombs  of  Western  Europe  predated 
the  pyramids  by  2,000  years,  that  Stonehenge  was  built  by  the  early  "bar- 
baric" Britons,  and  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  Roumania  may  have  developed 
a written  language  centuries  before  the  Mesopotamians.  And  now  the  final 
bastion  - that  of  Mesopotamia  being  the  cradle  of  civilisation  could  fall 
because  of  a young  American  student  tripping  over  a tree  root  in  north- 
eastern Thailand’  and  a man  who  died  there  some  5,000  years  ago. 

The  university  student  was  Stephen  Young,  who,  on  picking  himself  up, 
noticed  broken  pottery  embedded  in  the  rain  washed  earth.  He  collected 
samples  and  gave  them  to  the  National  Museum  in  Bangkok -they  were  later 
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dated  to  about  4000  BC.  The  name  of  the  other  man  mentioned  and  how  he 
died  is  not  known.  He  was  a tall  man  found  lying  on  his  side  in  a flexed 
position  with  knees  drawn  up  to  his  chin,  and  his  discovery  may  cause 
the  revision  of  theories  about  where  and  when  civilisation  began  - for 
buried  with  him  was  a bronze  socketed  spearhead  - the  most  ancient  bronze 
item  of  its  type  every  found.  This  find  was  at  Ban  Chiang  and  the  earlier 
discovery  at  Non  Nok  Tha  in  Northern  Thailand  paralleled  its  findings. 

The  mound  at  Non  Nok  Tha  was  excavated  in  1966  and  1968  by  archaeologists 
from  the  Universities  of  Hawaii  and  New  Zealand.  The  deposit  was  a large 
number  of  inhumation  and  cremation  burials  and  appears  to  span  the  period 
4000  BC  to  a Millenium  AD.  The  chronology  of  the  early  period  favoured 
by  the  excavators  (though  not  by  all  archaeologists  working  within  the  re- 
gion) of  4000-3000  BC  contains  grave  goods,  including  stone  adzes,  strings 
of  small  shell  beads,  pots,  animal  bones,  and,  from  a burial  at  the  end 
of  this  period,  a socketed  copper  object  - perhaps  a digging  tool,  with 
other  fragments  of  bronze,  being  smelted  material  dating  to  about  3000  BC. 

The  much  larger  mound  at  Ban  Chiang  was  excavated  in  1974  and  also  had  an 
early  period  corresponding  to  that  of  Non  Nok  Tha  which  produced  burials 
with  pottery,  a socketed  copper  or  bronze  and  a bracelet  of  elephant 
ivory.  A later  period  of  approximately  3000  BC  to  200  AD  also  gives  shell 
beads,  stone  adzes,  baked  clay  spindle  whorls,  socketed  bronze  axes,  bronze 
bracelets  (17  on  one  burial  alone)  and  a socketed  bronze  halberd.  Also 
found  were  two  piece  sandstone  moulds  for  casting  the  axes  and  small  cop- 
per crucibles.  From  the  absence  of  slag  in  the  site  it  has  been  suggested 
that  the  copper  may  have  been  smelted  elsewhere  and  then  traded  from  pos- 
sible sources  130  km.  west  or  100  km.  northwest.  The  presence  of  sea- 
shells  in  the  excavations  also  indicates  that  Ban  Chiang  traded  with  peo- 
ple on  the  coast. 

The  date  of  the  early  bronze  spearhead  from  Ban  Chiang  has  been  set  at 
3600  BC  (although  this  dating  also  is  disputed  by  other  archaeologists) 
and  it  has  been  suggested  that  these  bronze  industries  most  probably  re- 
present an  indigenous  and  independent  South-east  Asian  innovation  pre- 
dating all  other  such  industries.  The  Nan  Nok  Tha  round  edged  socketed 
axes  are  clearly  a local  and  long  lasting  form  for  which  there  is  no 
precedent  elsewhere.  Those  of  China  have  straight  cutting  edges  and  those 
of  the  Indus  Valley  and  Mesopotamia  have  simple  flat  axe  or  shaft  hole 
forms . 

Further  discoveries  in  Thailand  have  found  traces  of  cultivated  plants 
dating  to  10,000  BC  and  the  use  of  iron  at  the  same  early  time  as  that  of 
the  Mesopotamians.  These  together  with  the  possible  earliest  dating  for 
bronze  smelting  leads  to  the  hypothesis  that  South-east  Asia,  rather  than 
the  Middle  East  may  have  been  the  true  birthplace  of  civilisation. 

For  the  Thai  bronze  items  it  can  be  accepted  that  they  were  at  least 
definite  trade  items  as  suggested  by  the  archaeologists  concerned.  Con- 
sideration of  similar  items  in  other  assemblages  of  the  world  bronze  age 
tools  and  ornaments  and  comparison  to  the  well  documented  history  of  Thai 
metal  money  items  would  lead  me  to  further  suggest  that  they  were  probably 
a true  wealth  item  and  would  fit  well  into  any  collection  of  Primitive 
Moneys . 

A further  note  of  interest  to  collectors  is  the  fact  that  the  local  vil- 
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lagers  of  Ban  Chiang  did  a brisk  business  in  selling  pots  and  bracelets 
(some  still  attached  to  the  chopped  off  arms  of  skeletons)  and,  at  one 
time,  it  seemed  to  be  a race  between  the  locals  and  the  archaeologists 
for  the  treasures,  (the  archaeologists  obtained  18  tonnes  of  artifacts 
- it  is  not  recorded  how  much  the  villagers  sold.)  These  armrings  and 
other  artifacts  came  onto  the  world  market  and  into  dealers  lists.  I ob- 
tained a nice  ancient  corroded  bronze  ring  from  Scott  Semans  that  could 
have  possibly  come  from  the  Ban  Chiang  hoard  or  from  the  later  Lavapura 
kingdom  and  appreciate  having  such  an  item  from,  possibly,  the  new 
cradle  of  civilisation. 

(Traditional  Money  Society,  promotes  the  study  and  collecting  of  Primi- 
tive Moneys , Exchange  Media,  Traditional  Wealth  and  Unusual  Moneys  of 
the  World.  Secretary -Editor ; Col  Davidson,  3 Mathoura  Place , Prang e 2800 
Australia. ) 

**************************  *****  **********  **************  ****************** 
"UNA  AND  THE  LION" 


The  superb  five  pounds  British  gold  coin  of  "Una  and  the  Lion"  was 
engraved  by  William  Wyon.  These  Proof  only  coins  were  include  in  the 
specimen  sets  sold  at  the  Mint  in  1839.  The  reverse  legend  "DIRIGE 
DEUS  GRESSU  MEUS"  means  "may  the  Lord  direct  my  steps"  and  appears  on 
coins  of  this  type  only. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 

********************************************************************** 


TEMPLE  OF  NEPTUNE 

The  temple  of  Neptune,  the  Roman  god 
of  the  sea  and  son  of  Saturn  and  Ops, 
is  shown  in  perspective  on  a rare 
gold  coin  issued  by  Domitia.  The 
banker  Domitia,  who's  surnames  were 
Ahenobarlous  and  Calvinus  was  first 
a plebeian  and  then  a patrician  in 
ancient  Rome. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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CONTENTS  OF  THE  MI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION 

T-«r  TT*  < r^r-V  * V » r r-  k « ■ » ^ « * ' — « 

(Members  desiring  to  borrow  coins  from  the  collection  for  research  pur- 
poses, lecture  use,  noncompetitive  displays,  or  any  other  reason,  may 
do  so  by  paying  postage  and  insurance  both  directions,) 


Key  to  Listing:  FINE  or  better  for  all  Yeoman  types.  VERY  GOOD  or 

better  for  all  Craig  types.  Underlined  = Uncirculated.  C = Complete. 

£ = Complete  with  at  least  one  uncirculated  type.  CX  ( j — Complete 
except  those  listed.  X = Except.  Mints  are  not  listed  unless  multiple 
for  the  particular  year. 

GERMAN  STATES  (Continued  from  last  month):  Baden  - C80  - 1828;  C102a 

- 1852;  Cl 07  - 1841;  Cl 39  1856;  Cl 41  1866TcT42  - 1859,  1862, 

1869,  1870;  C144  - C;  C145  - C;  C148  - C.  Bamburq  - C23  - 1779. 

Bavaria  - C189  - 1842;  C193  - 1837;  C221  - 1856;  C250  - 1866.  Frank- 
furt' - C2  - 1817;  C5  - 1861  , 1862;  C25.1  - 1863.  Hamburg  - C5  VT738, 
1759;  Y59  - 1876;  Y59a  - 1908.  Hannover  - C85  - 1863;  C91  - 1858, 

1863.  Hesse-Cassel  - Cl 54  - 1860,  1864V  Hesse-Darmstadt  - C120a  - 
1826;  Cl 30  '18*48.'  Lippe-Detmold  - C83  - 1 858 . Meek! enbVirg-Schweri n - 

Y101  - 1845;  YlOla  - 1861;  Y104  - C.  Nurnberq  - C36  - 1806.  Oldenburq 

- C59  - 1866;  C60  - 1858.  Prussia  - C15  - 1783;  C81  - 1796;  C104  - 
1807;  C104  - 1816;  C128a  - 1862;  Cl 46  - 1849;  C147  - 1843;  C161  - 1863, 
1864;  C161 b - 1868;  C162  - 1865,  1868;  C163  - 1864,  1867;  C166  - 1866; 

C167  - 1870;  Y120a  - 1900,  1902;  Y121  - 1908,  1910;  Y122a  - 1893;  Y128 

- C;  Y134  - C.  Rostock  - C12  - C.  Saxony  - C252  - 1862.  Westphalia 

- C22  - 1809;  C23  - 1810. 

GERMANY:  Y1  - 1875A,C,F,G;  1876A,  1887A,E,  1889A,D;  Y2  - 1874C,F, 

T§75aXC,F;  Y3  - 1890D , 1892E,  1894A,F,G,  1895A,E,  1896A,  1900D,  1904A,F, 
1905A,  1906A,  1907A,  1910A,  1 911  A,  1912A,  1913A;  Y4  - 1904A,E,  1905G, 
1908A,F,»  191 1A,  1912E,  1915A,  19I6A;  Y5  - 1875A,J,  1876B,J;  Y6  - 1874A, 
1875G , 1876A,B, ; Y8  - 1890A,D,  1897A,  1899A,  1900A,  1 901  A,  1902A,D, 
1903A,D,  1904A,  1906A,  1907A,  1908A,  191  OF , 1912A,F,G,  1914A;  Y9  - 1890A, 
1893J , 1897A,  1898F,  1900A,  1901E,  1903D,J,  1905A,  1907F,  1911A,  1912A, 
1913A,  1914F,G,  1 9 1 5 A ; Y10  - 1890D;  Yll  - 1909A;  Y12  - 1876D,F;  Y13  - 
1875A ,F ; Y16  - 1906A,D,E,  1911G,  1913F,  1916A,D,  1918A;  Y17  - 1875A,H, 

1 881 A ; Y18  - 1892J,  1901A,  1902F,  1907E,  1913J;  YA18  - 1916A;  Y19  - 
191 7D , E ; Y21  - 1916A,  1917A,  1918A,  1919A,J,  1920A,D,F,J,  1921A,  1922D; 

Y22  - 1916A,  1917A;  Y25  - C;  Y26  - 1920A,F,  1921A,D,J,  1922A,D,F,G; 

Y28  - 1922A;  Y29  - 1922A;  Y30  - 1923A,D,F;  Y31  - 1923A,D;  Y32  - 1923A, 
1924A,E;  Y33  - 1923A,  1924D,F;  Y34  - 1923A,D,  1924A,D,E,F;  Y35  - 1923A, 
1924A,D,F,G,J ; Y36  - 1923A,  1924D,F;  Y37  - 1924J,  1925A,J,  1928D,F, 

1929D,  1930A,  1931A,  1933A,F,  1934A,F,  1935A,  1936A,G;  Y38  - 1924E, 
1925A,E,F ; Y39  - 1932A.J;  Y40  - 1924A,G,  1925A,D,E,  1926A,  1935A,E, 

19 36 A;  Y41  - 1924G,J,  1925A,  1929A,  1935J,  1936A ,D;  Y43  - 1927A,J, 
1928A,D,E,  1935J , 1937A;  Y45  - 1925A;  Y50  - 1925A;  Y81  - 1933F, 

1934A,D,J , 1 935 J , 1937A;  Y82  - CX  (1836E , J ) ; Y83  - 1934D;  Y84  - 1934A; 

Y85  - 1935D,E;  Y88  - 1937A,  1939A,F;  Y88a  - 1940J1941A,  1942A,D,J, 

1943A,F,  1944A,D,  1945A,E;  Y89  - 1937A,  1938F,  1939A,B,D,  1940E;  Y89a 

- 1940A,B,F,  1942A,G,  1943A,D,E,  1944E;  Y90  - 1937A,  1938A,F,J, 

1939A,E,F;  Y90a  - 1940A,D,E,F,  1941A,B,D,E,F,  1942A,B,D,F,J , 1943A,E, 
1944A,B,F,  1945A;  Y91  - 1937D,G,  1938A,B,F,  1939B,D,F;  Y92  - 1940E, 

1 94 1 A , 1942F , 1943A,B,  1944D;  Y95  - 1 940A *?  Y96  - 1936E,  1937A,D, 

1939A,D;  Y97  - 1936A,E,  1938A;  Y100  - 1947F. 

(Continued  next  month) 
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BOOK  NEWS 


(Readers  are  invited  to  submit  reviews  of  the  books  noted  in  this 
section. ) 

Mitchiner,  Michael.  MEDIEVAL  PILGRIM  AND  SECULAR  BADGES.  Surrey, 
England:  Hawkins  Publications.  288  pages;  over  1,100  badges 
catalogued  and  illustrated;  12  x 8";  ISBN  0-904173-19-4.  Available 
for  £70  from  the  publisher  at  Ravenhill,  Rectory  Park,  Sanderstead. 
Inquiries  about  this  book  may  also  be  sent  to  Numismata  Orientalia, 
P.0.  Box  212,  Tenafly,  New  Jersey  07670. 

The  concept  of  the  pilgrimage,  providing,  as  it  does,  the  opportunity 
to  contemplate  some  of  the  fundamental  truths  of  life,  is  in  no  way 
restricted  either  to  Christianity  or  to  the  Medieval  period.  So,  the 
present  study,  whose  merits  depend  upon  the  contributions  from  many 
persons  engaged  in  widely  different  disciplines,  is  concerned  with 
only  one  small  part  of  this  human  experience. 

In  many  respects,  the  period  that  extended  from  Thomas  Becket's 
martyrdom  in  1170  until  Henry  VIII  abolished  the  shrines  during  the 
late  1530's  marked  the  heyday  of  pilgrimage  in  England.  Concepts  and 
preferences  evolved  and  changed  within  this  time  span,  as  will  be 
apparent  from  study  of  the  badges  that  are  illustrated,  described, 
and  discussed  in  Mitchiner's  book. 

Badges  were  popular  pilgrim  signs,  but  the  same  period  also  saw 
widespread  popular  use  of  badges  with  purely  secular  character- 
istics. The  present  study  has  therefore  been  extended  beyond  the 
pilgrim  scene  to  embrace  the  field  of  contemporary  secular  badges  and 
some  forms  of  other  ornamental  dress  fittings.  Personal  preferences 
also  evolved  in  this  sphere  through  the  course  of  time,  and  the 
influence  of  the  Wars  of  the  Roses  on  the  form  of  secular  retainers' 
badges  should  not  be  underestimated. 

As  recently  as  1968,  it  was  possible  to  write  that  only  about  1300 
medieval  pilgrim  signs  had  been  found  in  England  (Spencer  1968). 

Since  then,  the  use  of  the  metal  detector  has  considerably  increased 
that  number.  The  badges  catalogued  here  have  been  acquired  by  the 
author  principally  from  finds  made  by  a group  of  metal  detector 
enthusiasts,  popularly  known  as  "the  mudlarks,"  who  belong  to  the 
restricted  group  possessing  official  licenses  to  dig  the  Thames 
foreshore  in  London.  These  items  provide  a representative  picture  of 
the  badges  l,pst  by  London's  medieval  inhabitants,  and  they  also  tell 
us  something  of  their  everyday  life  and  of  their  travels  to  shrines, 
both  near  and  far. 

Information  adapted  from  the  publisher's  flier. 

★ * ★ 

The  following  are  recent  reprints  and  new  offerings  by  M.  Robinson 
and  L.A.  Shaw:  * 
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Robinson,  M.  and  Shaw,  L.A.  THE  COINS  AND  BANKNOTES  OF  BURMA.  1980. 
xvi , 160  pages;  14  plates,  12  in  color,  (300  black  and  white  photos 
of  coins  throughout  text,  116  color  and  15  b & w ills,  of  banknotes); 
2 maps;  bibliography  and  an  appendix  with  the  authors'  assessment  of 
values;  22.8  x 16.5  cm;  soft  board  covers,  section  sewn.  Price: 

£15. 00  plus  £1.50  for  postage  and  packing. 

Contents:  Chapters  on  Burmese  script,  dating,  and  weight  systems; 
coins  of  the  first  millennium,  currency  without  coins,  and  "opium" 
weights;  Pegu  and  Tenasserim,  15th  - 18th  century  Arakan,  18th 
century  under  Bodawpaya,  and  the  early  19th  century;  Mindon,  Mandalay 
and  its  mint;  the  British  Colonial  period  to  1937,  and  after 
separation  from  India;  the  Japanese  Occupation,  the  British  Military 
Administration  and  Burma  Currency  Board;  the  Union  Bank  of  Burma;  and 
finally,  the  period  of  the  Revolutionary  Government  from  1962. 

Or.  Robinson  and  Mr.  Lewis  Shaw  are  members  of  the  Oriental 
Numismatic  Society.  Robinson  is  also  a member  of  the  International 
Bank  Note  society  and  secretary  of  the  Lancashire  and  Cheshire 
Numismatic  Society.  Shaw  is  a Fellow  of  the  Royal  Numismatic  Society 
and  a member  of  the  Wessex  Numismatic  Society.  He  served  in  Burma 
for  three  years  with  the  17th  Indian  Division. 


San  Tha  Aung.  ARAKANESE  COINS.  1979.  English  translation  from  the 
Burmese  by  Aye  Set;  transcribed  by  M.  Robinson,  1982.  Xerox  of  66 
pages  of  handwritten  text,  plus  56  plates  and  6 tables  from  the 
original  book.  Reprinted  in  1986  with  the  pages  unreduced  in  size  for 
greater  clarity,  and  sewn  rather  than  stapled.  Card  covers.  Price: 
£10.50  plus  £1.50  for  postage  and  packing. 

San  Tha  Aung's  text  covered  all  periods  from  the  Vesali  dynasty  to 
the  end  of  the  Mrohaung  dynasty  (chapters  3 and  7 of  THE  COINS  AND 
BANKNOTES  OF  BURMA) . It  included  several  coins  not  listed  elsewhere, 
and  much  biographical  information  on  the  kings  from  several  Arakanese 
chronicles.  A great  deal  of  this  is  not  otherwise  available.  This 
translation  will  therefore  be  essential  reading  for  both  the 
historian  and  numismatist  interested  in  Arakan. 


Robinson,  M.  and  Shaw,  L.A.  DIE  VARIETIES  OF  19th  CENTURY  BURMESE 
COFFER  COINS.  1984.  Xerox  of  13  pages  of  typescript  plus  five  high 
quality  photographic  plates  of  coins,  twice  their  actual  size, 
produced  directly  from  negatives.  Reprinted  in  1986  with  an  update; 
Card  covers,  stapled.  Price:  £5.00  plus  £1.50  for  postage  and 
packing. 

Although  the  Mindon  and  Thibaw  copper  1/4  annas  come  in  a large 
number  of  interesting  varieties,  the  information  on  them  in  the 
general  coin  catalogues  is  minimal  and  slightly  misleading.  A start 
was  made  in  THE  COINS  AND  BANKNOTES  OF  BURMA , but  this  was  soon  found 
to  be  incomplete.  This  booklet  contains  a very  detailed  description 
of  all  known  varieties.  Recent  finds  have  been  added  for  the  1986 
printing.  Since  these  coins  are  very  common  and  often  seen  in 
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dealers'  trays,  the  booklet  will  be  useful  to  the  general  collector 
and  dealer  - as  well  as  the  Burma  specialist  - enabling  him  to  get 
more  interest  from  the  coins.  Price  estimates  are  suggested,  based 
on  observed  rarity  in  the  large  number  of  coins  examined.  Update 
sheets  are  available  separately  for  those  who  already  have  the  1984 
version. 


Robinson,  M.  THE  LEAD  AND  TIN  COINS  OF  PEGU  AND  TENASSEBIM.  October 
1986.  v,  83  pages,  fully  illustrated  with  23  plates  of  over  200 
coins,  most  of  which  have  never  been  published  before;  18  of  the 
plates  are  photographic  and  produced  directly  from  negatives;  the 
text  is  xerox  typescript;  card  covers,  sewn  binding.  Price:  £29.50 
plus  £2.00  for  postage  and  packing. 

The  lead  and  tin  coins  used  in  Pegu  and  Tenasserim  from  about  1600  to 
1800  are  some  of  the  most  obscure  of  the  Burmese  series.  Many  of  the 
Tenasserim  pieces  are  around  60  mm  in  diameter,  making  them  among  the 
largest  issued  for  use  as  a regular  currency  anywhere  in  the  world. 

A very  brief  treatment  of  them  was  given  in  Chapter  6 of  THE  COINS  AND 
BANKNOTES  OF  BURMA,  but  since  then  so  much  progress  has  been  made 
that  the  subject  demanded  a whole  book  devoted  to  it.  Coins  from 
many  public  and  private  collections  are  included,  most  with  full  data 
on  size,  weight,  and  metallic  composition  by  X-ray  fluorescence. 

Much  information  is  given  on  the  history  of  the  region,  together  with 
all  known  accounts  of  currency  made  by  visiting  traders  and 
missionaries.  The  book  should  be  of  relevance  also  to  numismatists 
and  economic  historians  whose  main  interest  is  Malaya  or  Thailand, 
since  several  cultural  and  trade  links  existed  with  those  counties. 


Neumann,  Josef.  BESCHREIBUNG  DER  BEKANNTESTEN  KUPFERMVNZEN.  Partial 
reprint  of  the  Italian  and  some  Austrian  sections;  approx.  350  xerox 
pages.  Full  inscription  and  description  of  over  5000  coins  and  150 
tokens,  including  many  varieties.  Covers  the  whole  country  from 
roughly  A.D.  1100  to  1872.  Soft  cover,  sewn  binding.  Available 
January  1987  £19.50,  postage  and  packing  £1.50  surface  mail. 

Neumann's  original  6 volume  set  was  published  in  Prague  from  1858  to 
1872  and  was  a monumental  work  on  the  known  copper  coins  of  the 
world.  The  Italian  section  is  still  one  of  the  most  useful  and 
detailed  references  for  Italian  copper  coins,  apart  from  the  20 
volume  CORPUS  NUMMORUM  ITALI CORUM.  It  lists  and  describes  an 
enormous  number  of  varieties..  The  German  text  is  easy  to  follow  for 
those  with  an  elementary  knowledge  of  German  grammar  and  access  to  a 
dictionary. 

The  original  edition  of  the  complete  Neumann  is  now  very  difficult  to 
find,  and  therefore,  usually  extremely  expensive.  In  addition 
collectors  with  a special  interest  in  Italian  coins  will  probably  not 
require  all  of  it.  This  reprint  includes,  in  one  volume,  all  those 
pages  dealing  with  Italy  from  volumes  1,  2,  5,  and  6,  together  with  a 
small  number  of  additional  varieties  of  coins  known  to  me. 
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THE  COPPER  COINS  OF  THE  LOW  COUNTRIES , FRANCE , SPAIN  AND  PORGUGAL. 

Approx.  300  xerox  pages,  describes  over  2200  coins  for  the  Low 
Countries,  nearly  1300  for  France,  and  850  for  Spain  and  Portugal. 
Soft-bound,  sewn  binding.  Available  April  1987  for  £16.50,  postage 
and  packing  £1.50  surface  mail. 

This  second  volume  of  reprints  from  Neumann  completes  my  intended 
reissue.  Just  over  half  of  it  consists  of  Low  Countries  coins, 
another  very  useful  part  of  his  work.  I have  also  included  France 
and  the  Iberian  Peninsula,  which  contain  good  listings  of  provincial 
as  well  as  national  coinage.  The  separate  sections  on  jettons  have 
been  omitted  as  they  were  so  numerous  that  a further  volume  would 
have  been  required.  Again,  some  varieties  of  coins  known  to  me  but 
not  listed  by  Neumann  have  been  added. 

Both  Neumann  reprints  may  be  purchased  together  at  a reduced  price  of 
£35.00  including  postage. 


Information  for  the  above  six  books  is  from  the  publisher.  Payment 
may  be  in  any  convertible  currency,  but  add  £1.00  for  currency 
conversion  charges  for  non-sterling  cash,  and  £3.00  for  non-sterling 
checks.  Checks  should  be  made  payable  to  M.  Robinson.  Cash  sent 
unregistered  is  at  the  sender's  risk.  Send  all  orders  to:  Dr.  M. 
Robinson,  31  Priory  Road,  Sale,  Cheshire  M33  2BU,  England. 

********************************************************************* 
DID  THE  NETHERLANDS  COPY  THE  UNITED  STATES  SYSTEM  WHEN  GOING  DECIMAL? 

Jeff  Schwartz,  Nijmegen,  The  Netherlands,  NI  §1534 

When  the  Kingdom  of  the  Netherlands  decided  to  ’’go  decimal"  in  the 
last  century,  they  apparently  chose  the  United  States  system  of  denomin 
ations  as  their  model.  The  resemblance  of  the  denominations  about 
1840  is  very  striking. 


United  States 

The  Netherlands 

Cu  1/2  Cent 

Cu 

1/2  Cent 

Cu  1 Cent 

Cu 

1 Cent 

Ag  5 Cents 

Ag 

5 Cents 

Ag  10  Cents 

Ag 

10  Cents 

Ag  25  Cents 

Ag 

25  Cents 

Ag  50  Cents 

Ag 

1/2  Guilder 

Ag  1 Dollar 

Ag 

1 Guilder 

Au  2H  Dollars 

Ag 

2h  Guilders 

Au  5 Dollars 

Au 

5 Guilders 

Au  10  Dollars 

Au 

10  Guilders 

In  addition  to  the  denominations  being  almost  identical,  the  metallic 
content  is  identical,  except  for  the  Dollars/2^  Guilders. 

95 


BOOK  REVIEWS 

Burnett,  Lt.  Col.  Davis,  Jr.  BOLIVIAN  PROCLAMATION  COINAGE.  Latin 
American  Press,  1987.  88  pages;  illustrated;  glossary,  chronology, 

and  lengthy,  detailed  bibliography;  soft-cover.  Available  from  Dale 
Seppa,  103  Sixth  Ave.  N.,  Virginia,  MN  55792,  or  Louis  Hudson  Rare 
Coins,  P.0.  Box  5640,  Greensboro,  NC  27435  for  U.S  $12.50. 

Burnett  has  indeed  produced  a book  of  great  value,  not  only  to  the 
numismatist,  but  also  to  the  serious  historian.  The  134  types 
(almost  300  varieties)  of  proclamation  coinage  included  in  the  book 
cover  the  entire  early  republican  period  in  Bolivia  from  the  1825 
through  1879.  The  magnificence,  splendor  and  shame  of  the  "age  of 
dictators"  in  Bolivia  is  captured  in  more  detail  on  these  coins  than 
in  many  history  books.  The  bibliography  alone  puts  more  potential 
information  in  the  hands  of  scholars  than  any  previously  published 
work  on  this  series. 

Each  and  every  item  in  the  book  is  described  to  include  the  legends 
in  minute  detail.  Many,  if  not  most,  of  the  134  types  are 
illustrated,  and  one  suspects  that  the  few  that  are  not  will  not  be 
found  even  in  the  above  average  collection.  The  legends  give  great 
insight  into  this  period  of  history,  and  in  many  cases,  provide  the 
only  available  insight  about  happenings  considered  obscure  today. 

The  book  is  based  on  a careful  review  of  all  available  document- 
ation, much  of  which  had  been  previously  unknown  to  North  and  South 
American  numismatists  and  scholars.  When  coupled  with  Colonel 
Burnett's  intimate  knowledge  of  the  Spanish  language,  his  own 
magnificent  personal  collection,  and  three  decades  of  actual 
experience,  the  source  material  and  the  author's  qualifications  may 
well  be  considered  peerless. 

Burnett  presently  resides  in  San  Antonio,  and  is  working  on  a project 
to  finish  six  or  eight  careers  before  active  retirement.  He  served 
in  the  U.S.  Army  in  every  grade  from  private  through  lieutenant 
colonel,  gained  a second  retirement  while  serving  as  Executive  Vice 
President  of  the  San  Antonio  Fiesta  Commission,  and  is  presently 
employed  as  an  instructor  of  advanced  classes  in  the  Spanish  language 
at  Fort  Sam  Houston.  In  his  spare  time  he  acquired  two  college 
degrees,  and  authored  several  books  on  Latin  American  coinage.  He 
hopes  to  continue  his  numismatic  research,  and  is  presently  working 
on  books  covering  the  copper  coins  of  South  America.  Burnett  is 
continuing  doctoral  level  research  on  the  influence  of  Bolivar  on 
Latin  American  monetary  legislation. 

Reviewed  by  Dale  Seppa 


WORLD  MINE  PRODUCTION  OF  GOLD , 1985-1989.  Washington,  D.C.:  The  Gold 
Institute,  1986.  11  pages;  8-1/2  x 11".  Available  for  $15.00  from 

the  publisher  at  Suite  101,  1026  Sixteenth  Street,  N.W.,  Washington, 
D.C.  20036. 
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The  mine  production  of  gold  for  1985  and  the  estimated  production  for 
1986-89  is  presented  for  57  countries,  each  known  to  produce  over 
1,000  troy  ounces  of  gold  annually  from  underground,  surface,  or 
alluvial  gold  deposits. 

A one  page  analysis  is  given  of  the  percentage  of  world  gold  mine 
production  by  the  world's  ten  top,  gold  producing  nations  for  the 
years  1985-89.  In  1985  the  top  ten  gold  producers,  each  with  a 
production  of  more  than  one  million  ounces  annually,  and  their  share 
of  world  production  are  given  as  follows:  South  Africa,  21.6%;  the 
Soviet  Union,  8.7%;  Canada,  2.8%;  the  United  States,  2.5%;  China, 
2.5%;  Brazil,  1.9%;  Australia,  1.9%;  Columbia,  1.1%;  Philippines, 
1.1%;  and  Papua  New  Guinea,  1.1%. 

The  237  gold  mining  companies  from  57  countries  who  contributed 
information  to  this  report  are  listed  by  country  in  the  last  seven 
pages. 

The  report  states  that  the  world  gold  mine  production  in  millions  of 
troy  ounces  was  46.2  for  1984,  48.6  for  1985,  and  is  estimated  at 
50.8  for  1986. 

Mr.  John  H.  Lutley,  managing  director  of  The  Gold  Institute,  noted 
that  "One  of  the  most  important  factors  driving  the  increased  demand 
for  gold  is  the  actual  and  planned  international  gold  coin  programs, 
such  as  the  Japanese  Hirohito  commemorative  coins,  the  American  gold 
Eagles,  and  the  Canadian  Maple  Leafs."  World  gold  coinage  is 
expected  to  consume  12  million  ounces  of  gold  in  1986. 

Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remick 


NUMISMATIC  ESSAYS , BY  MEMBERS  OF  TEE  SOUTH  AFRICAN  NUMISMATIC  SOCIETY, 
1986.  Edited  by  Dr.  Wolfgang  Schneewind;  photography  by  Gerald 
Hoberman.  Capetown:  South  African  Numismatic  Society,  1986.  75 

pages;  12-5/8  x 8-1/4";  16  pages  of  color  plates,  3 pages  of  black 
and  white  plates;  paper  cover.  Available  for  US  $15.00  (including 
postage)  from  the  publisher  at:  P.0.  Box  1689,  Cape  Town  8000, 

Republic  of  South  Africa.  (Noted  in  last  month's  BOOK  NEWS  section). 

This  book  isn't  for  everyone.  If  your  collecting  interests  are 
sharply  focussed  on  split  bands  or  full  hemlines,  forget  it.  But  if 
you're  afflicted  with  a lively  curiosity,  if  your  collection  tends 
toward  the  eclectic  and  your  tastes  toward  the  esthetic,  then  this 
little  volume  certainly  deserves  a place  on  your  library  shelf. 

Gerald  Hoberman,  arguably  the  finest  coin  photographer  around,  and 
now  the  outgoing  president  of  the  South  African  Numismatic  Society, 
has  caused  this  volume  to  be  published.  In  it  are  presented  ten 
numismatic  essays  on  a wide  variety  of  topics  ranging  from  ancient  to 
modern.  The  essays,  each  prepared  by  one  of  the  members  of  the 
Society,  were  carefully  selected  for  their  scholarship  and  numismatic 
interest,  and  all  are  illustrated  with  photos  from  Hoberman 's  magic 
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camera.  Although  short,  each  essay  is  a complete  exposition  of  its 
particular  topic. 

The  first  essay  pictures  and  describes  in  fascinating  detail  a gold 
stater  of  Pantikapaion  of  about  350  B.C.,  and  a group  of  gold  Aurei 
of  Septimius  Severus  and  family  of  about  A.D.  200.  One  reads  of  Pan, 
the  woodland  deity  who  adorns  the  obverse  of  the  Stater  as  a punning 
allusion  to  the  Pantikapaion  colony,  and  of  the  griffin,  on  the 
reverse,  which  was  supposed  to  guard  the  gold  of  the  country.  The 
life  and  times  of  Septimius  Severus  come  to  life  in  these  pages. 

The  third  essay,  seeking  to  explain  why  an  1810  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
proclamation  listed  a Venetian  ducat  as  legal  tender  in  the  Colony, 
traces  the  political  and  economic  history  of  Venice  and  describes  the 
genesis,  development,  and  widespread  imitation  of  Venice's  highly 
successful  trade  coin  - the  gold  ducat. 

In  the  final  essay,  the  author,  inspired  by  the  chance  discovery  of 
two  heroism  awards  dating  back  to  the  Boer  War  period,  presents  a 
fascinating  account  of  the  actions  for  which  the  awards  were  made, 
and  of  the  men  who  were  the  recipients.  This  colorful  tale  concerns 
the  ambush  of  a supply  train,  one  of  the  outcomes  of  which  was  the 
capture  by  the  Boers  of  the  English  war  correspondent,  Winston 
Churchi 1 1 . 

These  are  but  three  samples  of  the  treat  that  is  in  store  for  anyone 
acquiring  this  book,  which,  it  should  be  emphasized,  is  a delight 
both  to  the  eye  and  to  the  mind. 

Reviewed  by  James  0.  Sweeny 


Grierson,  P.  and  Blackburn,  M.  MEDIEVAL  EUROPEAN  COINAGE.  Cambridge 
University  Press,  1986.  Volume  I:  Early  Middle  Ages,  5th  - 10th 
centuries.  720  pages;  65  pages  of  plates.  Available  from  the 
publisher  for  £85.00. 

This  monumental  work  - to  be  completed  in  13  volumes  - is  an 
essential  complement  to  the  great  Byzantine  catalogues,  for  the 
latter  coinage  is  not  to  be  included.  The  series  will  include  coins 
from  the  Fit zWi 1 1 i am  Museum  which  has  one  of  the  great  collections  in 
the  United  Kingdom.  The  Museum's  holdings  are  greatly  enriched  by 
Dr.  Grierson's  own  collection,  which  he  began  to  build  up  after  World 
War  II.  Prices  then  were  low,  and  little  attention  was  paid  to 
medieval  coinage,  which  was  considered  unattractive  and  obscure. 

There  was  very  little  in  the  way  of  catalogue  information. 

Dr.  Grierson  will  be  well  known  over  here,  in  Byzantine  numismatic 
circles  in  particular,  for  the  great  Dumbarton  Oaks  Byzantine 
catalogues.  A scholar  of  medieval  times  and  a professor  emeritus  of 
Cambridge,  Dr.  Grierson  is  Honorary  Keeper  of  the  FitzWilliam 
Collection  and  Adviser  in  D.0.  to  which  he  commutes.  He  taught 
Numismatics  at  Cambridge  and  Brussels,  and  at  76,  he  still  plays  a 
good  game  of  squash! 
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Volume  One  surveys  Western  Europe  from  the  fall  of  Rome  to  the 
emergence  of  "national  units,"  i.e..  Vandals,  Visigoths,  Burgundians, 
and  Merovingians,  through  the  breakup  of  the  Carolingian  Empire.  In 
Italy,  the  Ostrogoths,  Lombards,  Carol ingians,  and  Popes  through  the 
Ottonian  Conquest  are  covered,  as  is  the  early  Anglo-Saxon  and  Anglo- 
Viking  coinage. 

The  catalogue  has,  as  will  the  subsequent  regional  volumes,  a survey 
of  the  coinage  in  its  historical  setting  and  an  extensive 
bibliography.  The  series  will  be  a reference  for  the  historian  as 
much  as  for  the  numismatist.  The  early  part  of  this  period,  often 
referred  to  as  "The  Dark  Ages,"  has  been  widely  opened  up  in  Western 
Europe  by  extensive  archaeological  research,  re-examination  of  old 
hoards  and  records,  and  historical  studies.  Considering  only  the 
U.K.,  I am  myself  staggered  at  how  much  information  is  now  available 
since  the  days  when  I worked  at  Verulamiun  in  the  1930's. 

The  price  will  shatter  many  collectors,  but  owing  to  the  limited 
publication  inevitable  at  such  a price,  each  volume  will  be  - quite 
apart  from  its  scholarly  value  - a sound  financial  investment.  It 
is  worth  noting  that,  in  an  effort  to  keep  down  the  cost,  the  two 
authors  have  foregone  royalties. 

Reviewed  by  I.C.G.  Campbell 

********************************************************************* 
GEORGE  II' s "LIMA"  COINAGE 


During  the  reign  of  George  II  of  Great  Britain,  1727-1760,  silver  was 
coined  only  spasmodically  by  the  Royal  Mint,  and  no  copper  was  struck 
after  1754.  Some  gold  was  struck  from  bullion  that  was  supplied  by 
the  East  India  Company  and  these  coins  bear  the  initials  "E.I.C." 

Also  at  this  time  there  was  some  gold  and  silver  that  was  seized  by 
Admiral  Anson  in  a successful  harassment  of  the  Spanish  colonies  in 
the  new  world  during  his  circumnavigation  of  the  globe,  1740-1744. 

This  treasure  was  used  for  both  gold  and  silver  coins,  which  have  the 
world  "LIMA"  below  the  king's  bust  to  denote  the  metals  source  and  to 
celebrate  the  expedition's  successful  conclusion. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 

********************************************************************** 
COMMEMORATIVE  COINS  OF  MARIN I AN A 


Mariniana,  the  second  wife  of  Emperor  Valerian, 
and  the  mother  of  Valerianus  junior,  is  known  al- 
most entirely  from  her  coins.  It  would  seem  that 
she  died  before  her  husband  ascended  the  throne, 
as  all  of  her  coins  are  commemorative.  Her  coins 
all  have  the  obverse  legend  of  "DIVAE  MARINIAE" 
and  most  have  on  the  reverse  "CONSECRATO"  and/or 
a peacock. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

Bob  Kriz,  NX  LM  35,  1980  N,  Atlantic  Ave , , #809,  Cocoa  Beach,  FL  32931  , 
Teletphbhe^lt)B^7^^rO'5t)B,;  1 want  to  fiTT up  my  collection  of  C'oVombia 
goTd  col n s T9T5VI 930’,'  i n denominations  of  2^  & 5 peso.  Please  write. 

A1  Gammon,  P,  0,  Box  1343,  Sun  City,  AZ  85372;  WANTED  - Norway  Y22 
TO'  jtfre  1875',  T8777T87&V  '18827T&88i  T3T1  ‘0re  1921;  Y48  50  0re  1920, 
1923  and  Y48a  50  0re  1920, 

B.  F.  Brekke,  Box  304,  Chapala,  Jal . , MEXICO;  Specialised  collector 
of  Russian  copper  coins  1700-1917  is  interested  in  receiving  list  or 
auction  catalogues  containing  larger  groups  of  especially  rare 
specimens . 

E.  D.  King,  P.  0.  Box  6772,  Charleston,  W.  Va.  25302:  Would  like  to 
hear  from  any  member  out  there,  especially  anyone  in  Australia,  regard- 
ing coinage  of  the  HUTT  RIVER  PROVINCE.  Reference  to  this  coinage 
appeared  in  the  1977  (I  believe)  issue  of  KM's  World.  Coins 3 but  I have 
been  unable  to  find  any  reference  to  it  since.  Can  anybody  "Down  Under" 
enlighten  me?  Perhaps  a numismatic  club  can  contribute?  Any  and  all 
info  will  be  appreciated  and  all  correspondence  will  be  acknowledged. 

Lee  Grossman,  P.  0.  Box  791911,  San  Antonio,  TX  78279-1911:  I am 

writing  an  article  on  Liechtenseti n 1915  One  Krone  of  Price  Johann 
II.  In  order  to  finish  the  article  I need  the  edge  inscription 
KLAR  * UND  * FEST.  Must  be  a motto  of  some  kind;  but  is  it  of  the 
country  or  the  prince? 

John  Kail  man,  5431  Sea  Horse  Drive,  San  Antonio,  TX  78242:  WANTED  - 

CASE  ON  THE  LINE 3 published  by  John  A.  Novak,  Vols.  1 #1 through  Vol . 

3 #18. 

Fox-Pieratt,  2635  S.  Hydraulic,  32C,  Wichita,  KS  67216:  WANTED  - 

information,  photos  of  style  of  French  5 Francs  silver  1870  in  off- 
metal  with  NOUVEAU  METAL  T0NKIN0IS  on  the  reverse.  Denomination  is 
replaced  with  5 F POUR  RIRE  and  100  F POUR  RIRE.  Maybe  policital 
pieces  protesting  the  cost  of  the  war  against  the  Vietnamese  when 
the  French  were  first  conquering  the  North  (Tonkin). 

ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  The  NI  Attribution  Committee  will  accept  from 

NI  members  only,  any  numismatic  items,  whether  paper,  metal,  or  what- 
ever, for  attribution.  We  must  limit  the  items  to  a TOTAL  OF  SIX  (6) 
MAXIMUM.  The  cost  is  just  advance  payment  of  return  postage,  includ- 
ing sufficient  for  insurance  or  registration , if  desired.  Send  to: 

NI  Attribution  Committee,  P.  0.  Box  2057,  Saugatuck  Station,  Westport, 
Conn.  06880,  USA. 


********************************************************************* 


TO  THE  NI  MEMBERSHIP:  Use  of  the  MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE  is  free  to  all 

NI  Member sV  About  the  only  rules  are  that  we  will  not  accept  FOR 
SALE  items  and  in  months  in  which  the  page  is  oversubscribed  (which 
is  seldom)  research  type  notice  will  be  given  priority  over  the 
WANTED,  etc.  type  notices.  All  replies  must  be  acknowledged. 
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